
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

3/3/2021 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: H. Anderson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Street Acceptances: 

Mr. Hurley informed the Board that they will need to address Street Acceptance and Surety Release 

for the following subdivision roadways: 

 

    B. C. Way 

    Elm Terrace 

                 Copper Beech Circle, Sycamore Lane and Oakwood Lane 

    Meadow Spring Drive 

 

He stated that they would have to hold public hearings before doing so.  He noted that the Warrant 

has to be submitted to the Board of Selectmen by March 26th for the Town Meeting on May 17, 

2021.  He also stated that they could petition Town Meeting for acceptance at that time.  Mr. Hurley 

also stated that new Covid-19 regulations are expected to be updated on March 21st which may 

change the occupancy protocol.  Mr. Hurley suggested they cancel their March 17th meeting and 

have the public hearings on March 24th at 7:00 p.m. at the Council on Aging.  This will allow them 

to make sure they follow latest guidelines. Mr. Hurley also stated that he has already confirmed the 

meeting place and time with Council on Aging Director, Marilyn Mather.   

 

A Motion (GS) was made to cancel the meeting scheduled for Wednesday March 17, 2021 and hold 

the Special Public Hearings on Wednesday March 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Council on Aging. 

Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

Mr. Hurley will review the new policy for Street Acceptance and work out the details.  Notices will 

be published in the Enterprise newspaper on March 9th and March 16th. Residents of the roadways 

will be notified by certified letter. 

 

2.   405 West Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had received a request from Walter Mirrione, Jr. to allow a special 

permit to open a Dent Wizard facility at the above address.  He noted that Enterprise Rental Car 

property already has two special permits on file.  It was noted that some of the conditions of those 

permits have not been met.  This includes tight tanks, roadway and specific annual testing and filing 

reports to the Building Commissioner that have not been done. Mr. Hurley stated that he would 

require a full scale submittal.  Mr. Noyes questioned whether the Board could revoke the permits for 

violation of the terms of compliance. Mr. Stetson stated that they should make them prove that they 

have met the conditions. Mr. Hurley stated that he would review everything before he would even 

consider a third permit. Board members agreed that no more permits should be issued until such 

time that all of the conditions have been met.   

         continued: 
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3.   Zoning Legislature Changes: 
The Board discussed a notice from the State (101 pages) regarding Economic Stimulus  

Zoning Change Legislation summary.  Several zoning changes have been implemented including 

votes that now require a simple majority for voting, special permit guidelines, resource protection, 

reduced driveways and parking regulations.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that Conservation Agent, John DeLano, wants to hold up Certificates of 

Occupancy if the driveways have not been completed or have the Town hold a cost estimate plus 

fifty (50%) percent surety for them to go in and finish it.  Mr. Noyes asked if they could even do this 

as it would be going onto to private property.  Mr. Stetson noted that this was one of the reasons that 

the Board previously voted it down.  He asked what would happen if an owner wanted concrete, dirt 

or stone driveway rather than asphalt. Mr. Noyes noted that if it was a two hundred (200’) foot 

driveway they might not want to finish it at all.  Mr. Noyes further stated that the Board could not 

dictate what owners have to do on their own property.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that the proposed sight distances could only be applied for residential properties. 

Mr. Noyes stated that the proposed zoning uses a one hundred (100’) foot distances in both 

directions. He noted that this was an arbitrary number and could be challenged at any time.  Mr. 

Stetson stated that the zoning law states that the sight distance cannot be less than one hundred 

(100’) feet and that there are a lot of them that don’t even meet the regulations. The Board agreed. 

Other concerns included frontages, easements, multi-family units and commercial developments.  

Mr. Hurley noted that MBTA communities would have no say in what is allowed to be developed in 

their neighborhoods.   

 

A Motion (GS) was made to not accept the draft of zoning changes as presented.  Second (AK). 

Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  

 

4.   860 North Main Street: 
The Board received notice that NAMCO pools will be moving into the same part of the Shaw’s 

Plaza property that Big Lots used to occupy.  Building Commissioner, Michael White, asked if the 

Planning Board would have to have a site plan review for this change of use.  Proponent, Alan 

Michaelis, wants to remodel the space, which includes putting up a new wall, adding an accessible 

restroom and loading dock/door.  Mr. White has requested additional information regarding a full 

set of plans, sprinkler system and an updated safety plan. Mr. Hurley stated that, unless there are 

changes to the footprint of the building, a site plan review would not be necessary. 

 

5.   320 West Center Street: 

Mr. Hurley stated that there are plans to open a new restaurant occupying the same space as Chili 

Heads and Malarkeys did at the above address. He stated that the new place will be called “Southern 

Comfort” which will be the proponent’s first attempt at opening or running a restaurant. He noted 

that he hoped they will do better than the previous restaurants that have been there in the last few 

years.   

         continued: 
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6.   Subdivision updates: 

 

1. Luke Estates: 
                  There are no further updates at this time. 

 

2. Meadow Wood: 
The Board will await further developments. 

 

3. Parker’s Way: 
There are no further updates at this time. 

 

4. Scotland Street/Chapter 40B: 
There are no further updates at this time. 

 

5. Stoney Road:  
          There are no further updates at this time. 

          

6. Sunset Avenue Extension: 

       There are no further updates at this time. 

 

7.   MAIL: 
E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 3/3/2021, re: variance, 10 William Hersey Lane. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 3/10/21, re: special permit, 495 Church Street. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 3/10/21, re: special permit, 525 Church Street.  

Raynham ZBA public hearing 3/10/21, re: special permit, 41 Ruth Ellen Road.  

Raynham ZBA decision, re: variance, zoning amendment, 855 Broadway, approved. 

Raynham ZBA decision, re: variance, zoning amendment, 600 South Street, approved. 

Expense Control report of 2/24/2021.  

Expense Ledger report of 2/24/2021. 

 

8.    A Motion (GS) was made to sign the secretary payroll.  Second (AK).   

       Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

9.    The minutes of 2/17/2021 were accepted and filed. 

  

10.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

           

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


